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Navigating the Music Industry's Evolving Landscape

Empowering Creators in a Time of Shifting Revenues

The global music industry continues to expand, with 2024 revenues hitting a record $29.6
billion according to the IFPI Global Music Report 2025—marking the tenth straight year of
growth. Streaming remains the powerhouse, accounting for over 69% of total revenue, with
subscription streaming surpassing 50% of global revenues. Forecasts from Goldman Sachs
suggest the market could nearly double to $200 billion by 2035, fueled by emerging
markets, new monetization models, and live events.

Streaming revenues are at an all-time high,

but for creators, the reality tells another story.

Yet, beneath this macro-level success lies a stark reality for many artists: perceived
revenue drops and ongoing frustrations with per-stream payouts that often amount to
fractions of a cent. Independent creators and mid-tier musicians report feeling the
squeeze, with overall growth slowing to 4.8% in 2024 (down from prior years' higher rates)
and artists capturing only a modest share despite billions in industry-wide earnings. Global
surveys reveal widespread dissatisfaction: for instance, 76.7% of Thai users believe music
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streaming services do not help artists increase revenue. Artists worldwide voice concerns
over opaque algorithms, delayed royalties, and a system where platforms and labels
capture the lion's share—leaving creators with inconsistent income.

XECHO is designed to address these pain points head-on, flipping the script with
blockchain-powered tools that ensure fair, transparent, and immediate value capture for
artists. By tokenizing tracks into Digital Ownership Tokens (DOTs), we enable true
ownership, automated payouts, and direct fan engagement—mitigating the revenue
disparities that plague traditional models.

Join the movement at xecho-artists.com and reclaim your share of the music economy.

¢_¢_ & Powered by Binance Smart Chain

The Future of is XECHO.
Owned by Artists. Powered by the People.

Decentralized.
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The Industry's Mixed Signals: Growth vs. Artist Realities

While overall revenues climb, artist perceptions tell a different story. Spotify's 2025 Loud &
Clear report highlights that nearly 1,500 artists earned at least $1 million in royalties from
Spotify alone in 2024, with independents capturing a growing slice. However, global
surveys and artist testimonials reveal widespread dissatisfaction: per-stream rates have
stagnated or declined in real terms, with many creators needing millions of plays to break
even. In emerging markets like India and Brazil, where revenue growth is robust (India
projected at 14.7% CAGR through 2026), local artists still grapple with low payouts and
limited global reach.

This disconnect stems from centralized platforms prioritizing ad revenue and algorithmic
control, often burying diverse voices. XECHO counters this by decentralizing the
ecosystem on Binance Smart Chain (BSC):

o Fairer Revenue Models: Smart contracts trigger instant, programmable royalties
based on actual streams—ensuring artists get a larger, predictable cut without
quarterly delays or hidden fees.

e Ownership Empowerment: DOTs provide immutable proof of creation, allowing
artists to license, trade, or fractionalize assets directly, turning music into a
sustainable revenue stream beyond streaming.

e Global Accessibility: Borderless distribution and merit-based discovery amplify
reach, helping artists in underserved regions tap into international audiences
without gatekeepers.

e Transparency at Core: On-chain analytics eliminate disputes over play counts,
giving creators verifiable data to optimize their careers.

XECHO is reshaping them to put artists first, ensuring that as the market grows, creators
aren’t left behind.

Artist Perspectives: Echoing Global Frustrations and Hopes

Our expanding network—now over 600 artists strong—mirrors the industry’s broader
sentiments. Creators from Europe to Asia share stories of revenue erosion: “Streaming
pays pennies, and algorithms bury my work,” says a Berlin-based electronic producer. A
folk artist from Mexico adds, “Global growth is great, but without fair splits, it's
meaningless for independents.”
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Key themes emerging from recent interactions:

e Revenue Volatility: Artists demand stability amid slowing growth and declining per-
stream value.

e Equity in Earnings: Calls for better per-stream value and direct monetization paths,
where music publishers receive only 4.5% and authors 10.5% of the streaming pie.

o Discovery Barriers: Frustration with pay-to-play playlists; desire for authentic,
community-driven exposure.

XECHO responds by fostering a platform where these voices drive change—offering tools
that convert global industry growth into tangible artist gains.

Feature Spotlight: Mitigating Revenue Challenges with XECHO Tools
To combat perceived revenue drops, XECHO's suite empowers creators:

e DOTs Monetization: Beyond streams, tokenization unlocks licensing deals, fan
investments, and secondary markets—diversifying income in a slowing streaming
landscape.

e Real-Time Payouts: Automated contracts pay out in seconds, not months, providing
cash flow stability amid industry uncertainties.

e Advanced Analytics: On-chain insights into global listener trends help artists
capitalize on emerging markets like Brazil and India.

e Fan Engagement Boost: Upcoming features like tokenized exclusives and direct tips
turn passive streams into active support, amplifying earnings per fan.

These innovations ensure XECHO artists thrive, even as traditional models falter.

Development Progress: Unlocking Deeper Insights with Advanced Analytics

Since Issue #5 on September 13th, we've shifted focus toward pushing the boundaries of
track intelligence and data-driven insights:

o Next-Gen Track Analysis: Leveraging Python’s most powerful libraries and state-of-
the-art ML models to dissect every element of a track — rhythm, melody, and
timbre — with precision.
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e Mood & Context Detection: Going beyond genre tags, our system interprets
emotional resonance, atmosphere, and listener response to empower smarter
recommendations.

e Predictive Performance Models: Advanced analysis tools let you predict audience
behavior, streaming patterns, and cultural trends to help artists anticipate impact
before release.

e Actionable Dashboards: Clean, data-rich visualizations transform complex analytics
into strategies artists and labels can actually use.

Beta access is expanding; sign up at xecho-artists.com to later test these features and
shape XECHO's future.

Community Pulse: Real Conversations Driving Change
On X (@xechoartists), we're amplifying artist stories:

e “Amid industry growth, artists still struggle—XECHO changes that with fair,
blockchain-backed payouts.”

e “Global revenues up, but per-stream down? Tokenize with DOTs for real value.”

Our follower count is climbing, fueled by honest dialogue. Share your revenue experiences
or demos via DM or contact@xecho-artists.com.

Looking Ahead: Seizing Opportunities in a Dynamic Market

By October, anticipate details on full DOT integration and expanded beta invites. As
forecasts predict nearly $200 billion in revenues by 2035, XECHO positions artists to
capture more of that growth through decentralized tools.

For those exploring XDRIP's ecosystem, visit moh.xdrip.io for Medals of Honor—your
gateway to long-term value in tokenized assets.

Got feedback? Reach out—we’re building this for you.
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One-Stop Decentralized Music Ecosystem

XECHO unifies creation to monetization: Upload - Tokenize (DOT) - Stream - Payout.
Manage everything from analytics to fan interactions in one secure, artist-centric hub—
designed to mitigate revenue drops and maximize global opportunities.

Our live sessions on @XDRIP (Tuesdays & Saturdays at 3:00 PM ET) include deep dives on
XECHO infrastructure — join for Q&A on DOTs and global monetization.

The XECHO Team
(XDRIP Digital Management LLC)

Brad, Jim, Flo, Jordi, & Liam

This newsletter may contain forward-looking statements.
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